
[image: image1.png]



Zoo Docent Application

You are applying for the Abilene Zoo’s Docent Training Program.  Docents are trained education volunteer that are willing to interact with the public through interpretive talks, animal encounters and educational classes. This program requires a significant time commitment for training and participation.  It also requires you to be willing to support the goals of the zoo.  
Date





Name






Home Phone





Address







City


State

Zip

Email






Are you over 18 years of age?   _____ Yes
_____ No

Are you a member of The Abilene Zoo? 
Yes

No

I am interested in the following areas:
· Tours

· Community Outreach

· Biofact Stations

· Education Camps

· Information Stations
· Education Classes




I have experience in the following areas:

· Clerical/Computers

· CPR/First Aid

· Foreign Language



· Gardening

· Grant Writing

· Public Speaking

· Teaching

AVAILABILITY

	
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
	Summer

	From
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	To
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


As a Docent you will also be required to undergo a background check and submit a negative TB test. There is also a training fee of $35 for training materials and supplies. 

Please provide complete answers to the following questions.  The more you can tell us about yourself the better we can place you in the program.

1. What is your training/background?  Please include specific education and work experience.

2. What are some of your special interests?

3. What do you think a Zoo Docent does and why do you believe you would make a good one?

5.  Do you have any previous docent or volunteer experience?  

Yes 

No                                         If yes, please tell us where, for how long, and describe your responsibilities.

6.  Do you have any experience working with any special needs groups?  Please explain.

7. What special talents could you bring to our programs?

8. What do you want to achieve through your service at the Zoo?  What can we do for you?

Zoo Docents at the Abilene Zoo are interpreters, responsible for representing the Zoo both on- and off-site.  An Abilene Zoo Docent is a person who presents the philosophy and purpose of the Zoo to the public.  Therefore, it is important that the docent understand this mission and believe in this mission.  Docents must acquire a confident understanding of the Zoo and an ability of communicating their knowledge creatively.

The primary duty of a docent is to conduct educational experiences for all ages.  Zoo Docents are required to complete on average 6 volunteer hours per month for a total of at least 72 hours a year.

As a prospective docent, I understand and accept the responsibilities as outlined above.  I agree to follow all guidelines and policies set by the Abilene Zoo.  I understand that my involvement is in a voluntary capacity, therefore, the Zoo may release me from service at ay time and I may resign from volunteering at any time.

Signature







Date

Please return a completed copy of this application to: 

Joy Harsh

2070 Zoo Lane

Abilene, Texas 79602

_1252831534.bin

